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DIGITAL STUDIES AND METHODS: SEMINAR 
 

 
Benjamin Miller DSAM 3000, Class Number 26406 / HAA 2045 (CN 26405) 
email: millerb@pitt.edu Fall 2025, Monday 9:00–11:50am 
office: Cathedral of Learning 617-N class location: CL 329 
office hours: drop-ins M/Th 12:30-2:00pm, or by appointment 
 

 
All this information and more will be posted on our course website, 

benmiller314.github.io/dsam2025fall.  
Please check there for the most up-to-date versions! 

 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The DSAM Seminar addresses the relationships between digital computing and the humanities 
and allied social sciences, as a subject of both historical interest and contemporary practical 
concern. Each week, we'll divide time between reflective discussion informed by assigned 
theoretical readings and hands-on practice with digital tools and platforms, engaging with what it 
takes to implement interpretive research in a digital environment. In addition to smaller skill-
building exercises, students will iteratively develop a more sustained project of their own 
choosing – with feedback from the professor and peers to help keep the scope both tractable and 
compelling. No prior experience in digital research is necessary. 
 
This course serves as one of the core requirements for the Digital Studies and Methods (DSAM) 
Graduate Certificate. 
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COURSE OUTCOMES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
Students in this course can expect to… 
• respond orally and in writing to the ideas and strategies in both fellow students’ and assigned 

texts, engaging in critical generosity and generous criticality 
• reflect frequently, including in writing, on your work and the feedback it receives from its 

audiences, examining processes as well as products  
• appreciate the human subjectivity involved in parsing real-world phenomena to make them 

tractable by computers 
• understand basic programming concepts, even if you’ve never programmed before 
• propose, design, iterate, and present an original investigation in your own scholarly domain 

whose construction relies on the use of digital technologies 
• reflect frequently, including in writing, on the larger implications of the theories and tools we 

study as a class  
 
 

Students in this course can expect their professor to… 
• respond orally and in writing to the ideas and writing strategies in both students’ and 

assigned texts, engaging in critical generosity and generous criticality 
• provide examples of the kind of project he asks students to produce, and lead discussion 

of their organizational and rhetorical features 
• provide theoretical frameworks for understanding and/or generating questions about 

digital studies and methods 
• discuss rationales for what each exercise is designed to do, and why it ought to work 
• encourage students to retry earlier exercises in later contexts, to support the 

development of expertise 
• share and reflect on his own work, subject to the same principles of critical generosity 

and generous criticality that will govern peer review in the class 
• encourage collaboration in both formal and informal learning projects throughout the 

course 
• balance structure and flexibility in designing per-class and semester-long schedules, 

with extension activities and fallback options, to be responsive to the different speeds 
and competing pressures students bring to bear on the work of the course 

 
 

I strive to set you up for success. If there are circumstances that may affect your performance in 
this class, please let me know as soon as possible so that we can work together to develop 
strategies for succeeding, which might include adapting assignments to meet both your needs 
and the requirements of the course. Please also see my guidance below on Inclusion and Access 
and on Resources at Pitt for some of the available institutional supports and suggested ways we 
can mutually support each other.
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REQUIRED READING 
Please see the weekly lesson plans online for the most up-to-date list of required and 
recommended readings; the latter will be marked EXT, for “extension.” Given the time 
constraints of the semester, we will not discuss any books in their entirety, though a few may 
make repeat appearances. Instead, I’ve chosen to give you a varied sampling of ways to model or 
frame digital studies and/or methods, and after getting a taste you may well decide some of the 
sources these are drawn from are worth having in your collection. 
 
All assigned texts will be available electronically, whether as open educational resources, 
through the library’s database access, or in scanned copies shared via Canvas. Please do not 
redistribute scanned texts beyond the class, so as to honor the fair use of these materials. You are 
certainly also welcome to obtain print copies if you prefer, especially if you want more context 
for excerpts or less eye strain for longer readings. 
 

REQUIRED HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 
I will at times ask you to download a program before class, sometimes for use during class. A 
tablet or phone will generally not be sufficient for in-class exercises: you will instead want a 
laptop running Windows, MacOS, or Linux and a full keyboard. If you do not have such a 
device, or you do not wish to carry it to campus from home, you can borrow one from Hillman 
Library before class. 
 

REQUIRED WRITING 
In addition to shared in-class assignments and weekly reading responses, everyone in the class 
will be expected to work on an independent project for several hours a week outside of class, and 
to iteratively update a public archive of your progress as you go. You will present your project to 
the class three times over the semester for generous, formative review by your professor (me) 
and each other (writing two letters each). 
 
These projects can vary as much as your interests do, and should incorporate tools and theories 
appropriate to the questions each person is asking. I’ll expect everyone to meet with me before 
the end of week 3 (in 2025, that would be by Friday, September 12th) – and ideally before the 
end of week 2 (September 5th) – so I can help point you in productive directions. 
 
We’ll have some time in class to collectively troubleshoot your independent projects-in-progress, 
which will surely help everyone to learn both about a wider range of tools and about the process 
of finding paths forward! But you can also always ask me for follow-up advice during office 
hours. 
 
MA students and auditors are invited to talk to me about possible workload modifications. 
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READINGS AND RESPONSES 

In	most	weeks,	I	will	assign	several	texts	or	videos	to	review	as	preparation	for	the	
subsequent	class.	I’ve	tried	to	keep	these	relatively	light,	so	you	can	continue	working	on	
your	own	research,	analysis,	and/or	programming	–	they	peak	at	about	104	pages,	and	
average	closer	to	75.	That	said,	I	will	also	suggest	some	optional	extended	readings	for	
those	of	you	who	want	to	dig	in	deeper.	(Some	of	these	are	already	in	the	schedule,	marked	
with	EXT;	that	pushes	the	one-week	peak	to	198.)	

To	help	you	process	what	you’re	reading,	and	to	seed	our	in-class	conversation,	each	week	
I’ll	ask	you	to	post	a	reader	response	on	a	shared	discussion	forum.	These	should	be	
grounded,	where	possible,	in	at	least	one	quoted	passage	from	the	text,	and	can	include	
questions,	confusions,	connections,	excitements,	or	incitements.	Put	the	theory	into	the	
context	of	your	own	project,	or	a	peer’s;	highlight	the	parts	of	their	methods	you	might	
want	to	try.	We’ll	use	these	posts	as	the	seeds	of	our	in-class	conversation.	If	you	aim	to	
write	at	least	100	of	your	own	words,	that	should	give	us	a	place	to	begin.	

Direct	responses	to	other	students’	posts	are	optional	but	encouraged;	to	make	that	more	
possible,	please	try	to	post	by	Friday	evening	when	you	can.	

MINDFUL PRACTICE JOURNAL 

h/t	to	Alison	Langmead	for	some	of	this	language,	including	the	assignment	name	

There	is	a	myth	that	“computers	make	things	faster,”	but	this	is	as	misleading	as	the	idea	
that	“practice	makes	perfect.”	In	both	cases,	repeating	certain	tasks	can	indeed	make	them	
more	automatic,	but	defining	those	tasks	and	refining	how	they’re	carried	out	requires	a	
great	deal	of	time,	effort,	and	mindfulness.	In	the	context	of	interpretive	disciplines,	
mindful	work	with	digital	computing	can,	in	fact,	take	much	longer	than	working	in	modes	
you’re	already	used	to.	

You	should	plan	to	spend	at	least	two	to	six	hours	on	your	project	each	and	every	
week.	Some	of	that	time	will	be	spent	reading	documentation,	debugging	or	reformatting,	
or	searching	for	answers	to	questions	about	provenance	of	your	objects	of	study;	some	will	
be	spent	in	direct	analysis	or	composing;	some	will	be	spent	in	preparing	presentations,	
translating	notes-to-self	into	a	format	more	amenable	to	a	wider	audience.	It	is	common,	
faced	with	this	kind	of	“grey”	work,	for	students	to	become	frustrated	with	their	research	
because	it	is	hard	to	see	how	far	they	have	progressed	week	by	week;	what’s	more,	the	
heart	of	their	transformative	learning	is	often	not	visible	in	the	products	they	are	
producing,	but	is	rather	a	transformation	in	mental	state.	

To	keep	you	present	in	this	work,	and	in	fact	to	help	you	see	all	the	learning	you’re	engaged	
in,	I	ask	that	you	keep	a	daily	journal	of	what	hours	you	worked	on	your	project	and	
what	you	did	in	those	hours.	I	will	not	ask	you	to	share	the	journal	itself	with	anyone,	but	
as	you	will	see	below,	you	will	be	asked	to	draw	on	it	–	to	interpret	and	present	what	you	
have	learned	from	the	journaling	for	our	classroom	community.	

NB:	Because	of	the	private,	reflective	nature	of	the	mindful	practice	journal,	I	expect	this	
will	be	separate	from	more	public	commit	messages	you	may	compose	for	git	/	GitHub,	if	
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you're	using	it	(which	I	recommend,	even	if	you’re	not	working	in	code).	That	said,	it's	not	a	
bad	idea	to	commit	frequently,	e.g.	at	the	end	of	working	sessions	in	which	your	project's	
product	changes,	and	to	use	these	commit	messages	mindfully	and	reflectively	as	well.	

PALIMPSEST OF PUBLIC ITERATION 

In	addition	to	your	private	accounting	for	time,	I	am	asking	that	you	periodically	update	a	
“deliverable,”	public-facing	version	of	your	project	that	you	host	on	the	web.	This	will	
develop	iteratively:	whether	you	begin	with	ideas	in	pursuit	of	materials	or	materials	in	
pursuit	of	ideas,	you	will	most	likely	need	to	move	back	and	forth	between	those	poles	
multiple	times,	each	time	sharpening	your	sense	of	what	you	need	or	what	you	have.	The	
palimpsest	of	these	over-writing	refinements	will	be	a	core	component	of	your	final	
portfolio	for	this	class.	

Note	that	while	your	Mindful	Practice	Journal	is	written	for	yourself,	this	web-based	
palimpsest	should	be	written	for	an	audience	that	includes	me	as	well	as	your	peers.	

You	may	use	any	web-based	publishing	platform	you’re	comfortable	with,	e.g.	Wix,	
WordPress,	SquareSpace,	etc;	there	are	many	free	options.	One	option	you	should	be	
aware	of,	if	you’re	not	already,	is	GitHub	Pages,	which	integrates	with	the	change-
tracking	software	I’ll	already	be	asking	you	to	try	out	early	in	the	term.	Even	if	
you’re	not	(yet)	comfortable	with	web	design,	you	could	begin	by	using	Open	Fuego:	
a	templating	structure	designed	from	the	outset	to	make	it	easier	to	work	with	
HTML	while	you’re	learning,	and	developed	right	here	at	Pitt	by	Dr.	Stephen	Quigley	
(English).	

NB:	This	being	an	introductory	seminar,	I’m	not	expecting	everyone	to	get	to	a	complete,	
publishable,	argument	or	exhibit;	I	am	expecting	everyone	to	make	progress	toward	
defensible	claims	and	presentable	artifacts.	By	the	end	of	the	course,	you	should	be	ready	
to	propose	a	semester-long	project	you	could	take	to	publishable	completion	in	DSAM	
3100:	Practicum.	Follow	your	curiosity,	and	be	prepared	for	some	frustration.	As	long	as	
you	can	find	some	pleasure	in	the	difficulty,	you	should	be	in	a	good	spot	for	learning.	

PRESENTATIONS AND PEER REVIEW 

In	several	designated	weeks	across	the	semester	(see	the	course	calendar),	you	will	
prepare	a	short	presentation	to	the	class.	In	addition	to	sharing	the	latest	iteration	of	your	
palimpsest,	these	presentations	afford	the	opportunity	to	talk	about	process	breakthroughs	
and	moments	of	stuckness.	By	discussing	these	together,	we	gift	each	other	the	chance	to	
learn	about	more	subjects,	more	tools,	more	questions,	than	we	would	have	time	to	engage	
with	individually	–	as	well	as	a	chance	for	a	change	in	perspective	that	might	suggest	a	
promising	way	forward	(or,	for	that	matter,	around).	

Toward	that	end,	after	each	in-class	discussion	of	the	projects,	I	will	ask	you	to	prepare	
written	comments	to	your	peers.	This	act	of	writing	will	help	you	as	a	reviewer	articulate	
what	you’re	noticing,	what	you’re	wondering,	and	what	you’re	taking	away;	it	will	also	
ensure	for	the	person	and	project	under	review	that	the	conversation	doesn’t	simply	vanish	
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into	air.	In	your	final	reflection	at	the	end	of	the	semester,	I	will	ask	you	to	review	the	notes	
you’ve	received	and	cite	the	most	helpful	ones.	

To	prepare	for	your	presentations,	you	should	begin	by	asking	yourself:	What	am	I	excited	
about?	What	am	I	wondering?	Additional	questions,	designed	to	take	you	deeper	into	the	
project	with	each	iteration,	can	be	found	on	the	course	calendar	in	the	weeks	before	each	
presentation	is	due.	For	full	credit,	your	presentation	must	address	these	iteration-
specific	questions,	and	I	will	expect	you	to	share	a	digital	visual	aid	for	your	
presentation.	You	may	use	any	software	you’re	comfortable	with,	e.g.	a	slide	deck	
(PowerPoint,	Google	Slides,	Canva,	slides.com,	reveal.js),	zooming	presentation	(Prezi),	etc.	

FINAL REFLECTION 

Reflecting	on	what	you	learn	in	the	process	is	at	least	as	important	as	reaching	any	
particular	goals	you	set	early	on.	The	last	assignment	for	the	semester	is	a	reflective	letter	
to	me,	both	articulating	your	learning	in	the	class	and	illustrating	your	claims	about	that	
learning	by	calling	attention	to	features	of	your	products	or	your	processes.	Your	Mindful	
Practice	Journal	will	therefore	be	an	essential	source	of	evidence	and	insights,	alongside	
the	iterations	of	your	public-facing	project	and	presentations,	so	you	should	be	sure	to	
document	your	work	throughout	the	semester.	The	goal	of	this	reflection	is	less	a	
restatement	of	what	you’ve	already	written	than	an	opportunity	to	think	synthetically,	
across	iterations	and	into	the	future.		

In	particular:	

1. What	methods	and	workflows	have	worked	for	you	(perhaps	as	compared	to	those	
that	have	not)?	What	were	the	challenges	and	the	joys	that	keep	you	moving	
through	them?	

2. What	surprised	you,	or	what	surprises	you	now	as	you	look	back?	e.g.	What	things	
did	you	learn	that	you	did	not	expect	to	learn,	or	not	learn	that	you	had	expected	to?	
What	realizations	or	questions	do	those	surprises	point	you	toward?	

3. What	feedback	has	been	most	helpful	to	you,	and	how	did	you	receive	it?	What	have	
you	done	as	a	result	of	that	feedback?	Did	giving	feedback	help	you	as	well?	In	what	
ways?	

4. Thinking	about	the	digital	tools	and	digital	objects	of	study	you	encountered	this	
semester,	are	there	any	you	want	to	explore	further?	What	are	your	plans	for	doing	
so?	

5. Finally,	what	evidence	of	engagement	with	the	course	as	a	community	can	you	share	
that	isn’t	covered	by	the	above?	You	might,	for	example,	point	to	successes	in	the	
recurring	seminar	activities,	or	offer	answers	to	the	related	questions.	

To	help	you	get	there,	I’ll	periodically	ask	you	to	take	stock	in	writing	of	both	your	projects	
and	our	in-class	discussion,	linking	the	theories	we’ve	read	to	your	independent	work	and	
vice	versa.	
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POLICIES 
• Attendance	
• Children	in	class	
• Inclusion	and	Access	
• Title	IX	and	Mandatory	Reporting	
• Avoiding	Plagiarism	
• On	Artificial	Intelligence	
• Feedback,	Assessment,	and	Grades	

ATTENDANCE 

This	class	meets	only	once	a	week,	and	at	least	one	of	those	weeks	will	fall	on	a	holiday,	
when	we	will	not	meet	as	a	group	at	all.	In	some	class	meetings,	we	will	work	groups	of	two	
or	three.	In	a	small	seminar	such	as	this	one,	the	loss	of	even	a	single	member	of	the	class	
can	have	a	major	impact	on	the	work	we’re	able	to	do	and	the	insights	we’re	able	to	reach.	I	
therefore	expect	everyone	to	be	present	whenever	class	is	in	session.	

That	said,	I	know	life	is	complex,	and	we	have	a	lot	going	on	–	including	conferences,	
illnesses,	families,	and	other	legitimate	claims	on	our	time	and	energy.	If	you	know	in	
advance	that	you	will	not	be	able	to	attend,	please	let	me	know	and	we	can	try	to	arrange	
an	alternative	form	of	participation.	If	you	must	be	absent	unexpectedly,	please	try	to	reach	
out	to	me	and	your	classmates	as	soon	as	you’re	able.	It	won’t	be	the	same	as	if	you	were	
here,	but	something	may	yet	be	gleaned	as	we	try	to	catch	you	up.	

CHILDREN IN CLASS 

Along	those	lines,	I	know	that	sometimes	childcare	becomes	unavailable	at	the	last	minute.	
Children	are	welcome	in	this	class	when	your	role	as	a	caregiver	overlaps	with	your	role	as	
a	student.	While	this	is	not	meant	to	be	a	long-term	childcare	solution,	occasionally	
bringing	a	child	to	class	in	order	to	cover	gaps	in	care	is	perfectly	acceptable.	I	ask	that	you	
sit	close	to	the	door	so	that	if	your	little	one	needs	special	attention	and	is	disrupting	
learning	for	other	students,	you	may	step	outside	until	their	need	has	been	met.	Depending	
on	the	child,	you	may	also	wish	to	bring	supplies	to	keep	them	entertained	while	we	work.	

If	a	child	is	sick,	however,	please	do	not	bring	them	to	class—instead,	please	contact	me	
directly	about	alternative	arrangements	such	as	videoconferencing	or	visiting	office	hours.	

If	you	have	any	other	parenting	or	caregiving	needs,	please	feel	free	to	approach	me	so	that	
we	can	work	together	towards	a	solution.	While	I	maintain	the	same	high	expectations	for	
all	students	regardless	of	caregiving	status,	I	am	happy	to	problem	solve	with	you	in	a	way	
that	makes	you	feel	supported	as	you	strive	for	school-parenting	balance.	

INCLUSION AND ACCESS 

I	strive	to	set	you	up	for	success.	If	there	are	circumstances	that	may	affect	your	
performance	in	this	class,	please	let	me	know	as	soon	as	possible	so	that	we	can	work	
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together	to	develop	strategies	for	succeeding,	which	might	include	adapting	assignments	to	
meet	both	your	needs	and	the	requirements	of	the	course.	

I	ask	everyone	in	the	class	to	help	ensure	that	we	can	all	learn	in	a	supportive	and	
respectful	environment,	including	by	using	gender-inclusive	language.	

DISABILITY SERVICES 

If	you	have	a	disability	for	which	you	are	or	may	be	requesting	an	accommodation,	you	are	
encouraged	to	contact	both	me	and	the	Office	of	Disability	Resources	and	Services,	140	
William	Pitt	Union,	412-648-7890	/	drsrecep@pitt.edu	/	(412)	228-5347	for	P3	ASL	users,	
as	early	as	possible	in	the	term.	DRS	will	verify	your	disability	and	help	determine	
reasonable	accommodations	for	this	course.	For	more	information,	visit	
www.wellbeing.pitt.edu/disability-access-accommodations.	

For	my	part,	I	will	work	to	ensure	multiple	ways	of	accessing	class	materials,	including	
written	lesson	plans	in	screen-reader	compliant	html,	alternative	text	for	images,	and	
transcriptions	for	recorded	videos.	Because	proofreading	the	latter	can	be	particularly	
time-consuming,	I	ask	that	you	please	let	me	know	early	in	the	semester	if	you	will	be	
relying	primarily	on	transcriptions	to	access	the	videos	your	classmates	will	produce:	I	can	
introduce	digital	tools	like	otter.ai	and	rev.com	that	may	help	with	the	first	draft.	

While	we’re	on	the	subject	of	email,	I	am	obligated	to	include	the	standard	statement	on	
using	your	University-issued	email	address:	

Each	student	is	issued	a	University	e-mail	address	(username@pitt.edu)	upon	
admittance.	This	e-mail	address	may	be	used	by	the	University	for	official	
communication	with	students.	Students	are	expected	to	read	e-mail	sent	to	this	
account	on	a	regular	basis.	Failure	to	read	and	react	to	University	communications	
in	a	timely	manner	does	not	absolve	the	student	from	knowing	and	complying	with	
the	content	of	the	communications.	
The	University	provides	an	e-mail	forwarding	service	that	allows	students	to	read	
their	e-	mail	via	other	service	providers	(e.g.,	Hotmail,	AOL,	Yahoo).	Students	that	
choose	to	forward	their	e-mail	from	their	pitt.edu	address	to	another	address	do	so	
at	their	own	risk.	If	e-mail	is	lost	as	a	result	of	forwarding,	it	does	not	absolve	the	
student	from	responding	to	official	communications	sent	to	their	University	e-mail	
address.	To	forward	e-mail	sent	to	your	University	account,	go	to	
http://accounts.pitt.edu,	log	into	your	account,	click	on	Edit	Forwarding	Addresses,	
and	follow	the	instructions	on	the	page.	Be	sure	to	log	out	of	your	account	when	you	
have	finished.	(For	the	full	E-mail	Communication	Policy,	go	to	
www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09-10-01.html.)	

TITLE IX AND MANDATORY REPORTING 

The	University	is	committed	to	combatting	sexual	misconduct.	As	a	result,	University	
faculty	and	staff	members	are	required	to	report	any	instances	of	sexual	misconduct	–	
including	harassment	and	sexual	violence	–	to	the	University’	s	Title	IX	office,	both	so	that	
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the	victim	may	be	provided	appropriate	resources/support	options	and	so	that	the	office	
can	attempt	to	keep	track	of	repeat	offenders	or	other	patterns	of	behavior	on	or	around	
campus.	

What	this	means	is	that	as	your	instructor,	I	am	required	to	report	any	incidents	of	sexual	
misconduct	that	are	directly	reported	to	me,	or	of	which	I	am	somehow	made	aware.	

There	are	two	important	exceptions:	a	list	of	the	designated	University	employees	who,	as	
counselors	and	medical	professionals,	do	not	have	this	reporting	responsibility	and	can	
maintain	confidentiality,	can	be	found	at	www.wellbeing.pitt.edu/civil-rights-title-ix.	In	
addition,	An	important	exemption	to	the	reporting	requirement	exists	for	academic	work:	
disclosures	about	sexual	misconduct	that	are	shared	as	part	of	an	academic	project,	
classroom	discussion,	or	course	assignment	are	not	required	to	be	disclosed	to	the	
University’	s	Title	IX	office.	

If	you	are	the	victim	of	sexual	misconduct,	I	encourage	you	to	reach	out	to	these	resources:		

• Title	IX	Office:	412-648-7860	(8:30	a.m.	to	5	p.m.	M–F)	or	via	Pitt	Concern	
Connection	

• The	University	Counseling	Center	can	be	reached	at	412-648-7930	(8:30	a.m.	to	5	
p.m.	M–F)	and	412-648-7856	(after	business	hours).	They	also	have	additional	
resources	at	https://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/counseling/get-help-now.		

• Pittsburgh	Action	Against	Rape	(PAAR;	community	resource):	1-866-363-7273	(all	
hours	and	days)	

If	you	have	an	immediate	safety	concern,	please	contact	the	University	of	Pittsburgh	
Police	at	412-624-2121	or	dial	911.		

If	you	come	to	talk	to	me	and	I	feel	like	it	might	be	something	I	am	required	to	report,	I	will	
say,	“I	am	happy	to	listen	and	support	you,	but	this	discussion	might	fall	under	mandated	
reporting.	Is	that	okay?’	The	Title	IX	office	aims	to	be	very	nice	and,	even	if	I	report	
something	you	discussed	with	me	as	required,	Title	IX	cannot	force	you	to	do	anything.	They	
will	ask	to	talk	with	you,	then	they	will	present	you	with	options:	one	will	be	to	report	
behavior	experienced	against	you;	one	will	be	to	request	through	the	University	to	keep	
said	person	who	committed	that	behavior	far	away	from	you;	and	one	will	be	to	do	nothing.	
They	will	also	most	likely	inform	you	of	our	on-campus	therapists’	office.	

AVOIDING PLAGIARISM 

This	is	a	collaborative	class,	in	which	we	offer	each	other	suggestions	and	constructive	
criticism.	However,	the	goal	of	all	this	collaboration	is	to	clarify	the	expression	of	original	
ideas	–	never	to	substitute	someone	else’s	ideas	for	our	own,	or	to	impose	our	ideas	on	
someone	else.	To	misrepresent	the	origins	of	an	idea	is	plagiarism,	and	it	is	a	problem	both	
for	your	own	learning	and	for	the	well-being	of	the	community,	which	depends	on	mutual	
trust.	If	you	want	to	incorporate	materials	that	others	have	created,	you	can	do	so	if	you	
give	credit	to	your	source.	At	a	minimum,	readers	of	your	work	should	be	able	to	get	back	
to	the	original,	so	be	sure	to	provide	at	least	the	author’s	identity;	the	original	title;	the	
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publication	venue;	the	date	of	publication	and/or	access;	and	a	URL	if	appropriate.	The	
English	department	has	some	useful	resources	at	
www.english.pitt.edu/undergraduate/plagiarism.	

(And	if	you	want	to	collaborate	with	an	AI,	there	are	ways	to	do	so		
without	sacrificing	your	learning.	See	below	for	starters,	but	let’s	talk!)	

If	you	have	any	questions,	don’t	hesitate	to	ask,	because	Pitt	takes	a	very	hard	stance	on	
plagiarism.	It	could	get	you	expelled.	Here’s	an	excerpt	from	the	official	Policy	on	Academic	
Integrity,	to	give	you	the	flavor:	

Cheating/plagiarism	will	not	be	tolerated.	Students	suspected	of	violating	the	
University	of	Pittsburgh	Policy	on	Academic	Integrity,	from	the	February	1974	
Senate	Committee	on	Tenure	and	Academic	Freedom	reported	to	the	Senate	Council,	
will	be	required	to	participate	in	the	outlined	procedural	process	as	initiated	by	the	
instructor.	A	minimum	sanction	of	a	zero	score	for	the	quiz	or	exam	will	be	imposed.	
A	student	has	an	obligation	to	exhibit	honesty	and	to	respect	the	ethical	standards	
of	the	profession	in	carrying	out	his	or	her	academic	assignments.	Without	limiting	
the	application	of	this	principle,	a	student	may	be	found	to	have	violated	this	
obligation	if	he	or	she:	[…]	
8. Depends	on	the	aid	of	others	in	a	manner	expressly	prohibited	by	the	faculty	

member,	in	the	research,	preparation,	creation,	writing,	performing,	or	publication	
of	work	to	be	submitted	for	academic	credit	or	evaluation.	

9. Provides	aid	to	another	person,	knowing	such	aid	is	expressly	prohibited	by	the	
faculty	member,	in	the	research,	preparation,	creation,	writing,	performing,	or	
publication	of	work	to	be	submitted	for	academic	credit	or	evaluation.	

10. Presents	as	one's	own,	for	academic	evaluation,	the	ideas,	representations,	or	words	
of	another	person	or	persons	without	customary	and	proper	acknowledgment	of	
sources.	

11. Submits	the	work	of	another	person	in	a	manner	which	represents	the	work	to	be	
one's	own.	

12. Knowingly	permits	one's	work	to	be	submitted	by	another	person	without	the	
faculty	member's	authorization.	

You	have	the	right	to	a	fair	hearing,	and	I’ll	talk	to	you	before	I	talk	to	anyone	else,	but	it’s	
far	easier	just	to	avoid	plagiarism	in	the	first	place.	All	clear	cases	of	deliberate	plagiarism	
will	be	referred	to	the	appropriate	Dean	for	disciplinary	action,	including	an	Academic	
Integrity	Board	hearing.	For	the	University’s	full	policy	on	Academic	Integrity	and	the	
adjudication	process	for	infringements,	including	plagiarism,	go	to	
http://www.pitt.edu/~provost/ai1.html.	

ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

In	this	class,	you	are	responsible	for	the	integrity	and	accuracy	of	anything	you	turn	in;	if	
you	draw	on	an	outside	source,	I	expect	you	to	provide	a	citation	that	would	allow	me	and	
other	readers	to	return	to	that	source	and	understand	its	context.	Note	that	so	far,	I	haven’t	
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said	anything	specific	to	AI:	this	is	just	a	standard	statement	about	academic	honesty	and	
courtesy.	

In	the	case	of	a	generative	AI,	including	both	large	language	models	(LLMs)	like	
GPT/ChatGPT,	Claude,	or	Gemini	and	image	generators	like	Stable	Diffusion	or	Dall-E,	an	
element	of	randomness	means	we	can’t	go	back	directly	to	the	original	and	see	the	same	
thing	you	saw.	Even	so,	the	knowledge	that	you	consulted	such	a	model	as	part	of	your	
process	adds	important	context	to	your	work,	much	as	a	citation	does,	and	our	
understanding	of	that	context	is	further	improved	if	you	can	share	the	prompt	you	
submitted.	(In	some	cases,	it	may	even	make	sense	to	save	the	transcript,	e.g.	to	make	it	
available	as	an	appendix	or	upon	request.)	

I	do	not	believe	LLMs	spell	the	end	of	writing	as	part	of	education	–	for	one	thing,	the	
epistemic	process	of	trying	to	figure	out	what	you	mean	by	trying	to	put	it	in	language	is	
often	the	greatest	benefit	of	writing	in	the	first	place	(see	Perl;	Vee),	and	LLMs’	outputs	
aren’t	usually	designed	for	that	kind	of	learning.	(Some	people	are	trying	for	it,	though,	
which	will	be	interesting	to	track.)	Working	to	find	the	right	prompt,	though,	has	some	
potential	for	writing-to-learn,	and	so	does	figuring	out	what	doesn’t	work	for	you	in	an	
LLM-generated	response.	These	are	still	early	days,	and	AI-assisted	writing	isn’t	going	
away;	rather,	how	to	learn	and	teach	writing	alongside	AI	is	an	open	question	that	I’m	
genuinely	curious	about.	

Therefore,	I	will	allow	AI-assisted	submissions	in	this	class,	provided	that	you	agree	to	the	
following:	

6. Along with your submission, you will acknowledge and name the AI tool you used, and 
describe what you used it for. If you are copying text or an image directly from the 
model’s output, include the text of your prompt in an appendix or footnote. 

7. Whenever possible, you will avoid the temptation to accept a single default output, 
instead requesting multiple responses from the model and selecting or remixing among 
them. This will require you to draw on your own discernment and allow you to write 
reflectively about your choices. 

8. You must recognize that LLMs are not search engines: they hallucinate and fabricate 
citation-like structures without regard to their actual existence – even when they come 
attached to hyperlinks. Any references, as well as article or book summaries, should be 
checked for accuracy. 

9. The work you submit is ultimately your responsibility, and should serve your goals in 
light of your understanding of your task and your audience. Therefore, you should review 
and edit any AI-generated output to ensure you feel satisfied that it represents your views, 
your voice, and your learning goals. 

I’m	also	happy	to	talk	more	about	any	of	this!	
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FEEDBACK, ASSESSMENT, AND GRADES 

Adapted	from	Alison	Langmead’s	2022	fall	syllabus	for	DSAM	3000.	

As	composition	theorist	Peter	Elbow	has	written	in	a	number	of	places	(see	especially	his	
“Ranking,	Evaluating,	and	Liking”),	grades	are	a	surprisingly	crude	way	of	measuring	or	
producing	learning:	they	reduce	complex	phenomena	to	a	single	letter	or	number,	and	thus	
obscure	the	differences	between,	say,	public	speaking	skills	and	ability	to	support	an	
argument.	Some	teachers	might	try	to	get	around	this	by	assigning	percentages	of	their	
grades	to	particular	skill-sets,	but	I	find	I	can’t	know,	in	advance,	what	any	one	of	you	will	
need	to	work	on:	I	want	us	to	be	free	to	give	more	targeted	feedback,	and	set	more	targeted	
goals,	than	any	pre-set	percentage	allows	us	to	do.	As	I	see	it,	each	of	you	is	here	to	do	more	
than	you	could	before,	not	be	better	than	anyone	else.	Grades	distract	from	that,	and	
distract	from	the	particular	reactions	and	suggestions	that	can	help	you	improve	and	grow.	

Assessment,	though,	is	more	than	grading.	Throughout	the	semester,	you	will	be	assessing	
your	own	work,	through	your	Mindful	Practice	Journals	and	reflections	on	what	you	were	
aiming	for	and	what	you	achieved;	you	will	be	offering	feedback	to	each	other	at	
presentation	time	and	in	conversation;	and	I	will	be	offering	my	own	formative	guidance,	
based	on	years	in	the	profession,	as	you	iteratively	develop	your	projects.	In	short,	you	will	
have	plentiful	moments	of	evaluation,	even	as	you	will	not	have	specific	grades	ranking	
your	success	on	any	particular	assignment	against	some	putative	norm.	

Nevertheless,	at	the	end	of	the	term,	I	will	be	required	to	submit	letter	grades	to	the	
Registrar.	Instead	of	a	fixed	rubric	or	calculation,	these	final	grades	will	be	based	on	
meeting	certain	shared	specifications,	which	we	can	discuss	and	refine	together:	a	
first	draft	is	below.	In	brief,	though,	to	the	extent	you	can	point	to	evidence	of	course	
engagement	and	learning,	you	can	succeed	in	this	class,	regardless	of	where	your	project	
stands	in	the	grand	scheme	of	projects.	

I	am	more	than	happy	to	talk	through	what	it	means	to	produce	this	kind	of	self-
assessment,	with	each	of	you	individually	or	together	as	a	group,	but	at	the	heart	of	it	is	a	
reflection	that	looks	both	forward	(what	do	I	want	to	achieve?)	and	backward	(what	
have	I	achieved?),	recursively.	

One	set	of	goals	can	come	from	me,	in	that	I	have	requested	specific	types	of	course	
engagement	and	deliverables	from	you.	These	have	all	been	chosen	to	guide	you	through	
the	process	of	learning	what	it	means	to	use	digital	computers	mindfully	in	the	context	of	
the	humanities	and	allied	social	sciences.	In	a	way,	my	work	requests	aspire	to	be	tools	for	
learning	in	and	of	themselves,	and	can	serve	as	signposts	of	worthwhile	engagement.	I	have	
offered	some	metacognitive	questions	below	to	help	you	think	through	how	the	work	of	
this	course	forms	a	coherent	pedagogical	point	of	view	and	set	of	structures	for	you	to	
inhabit.	
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You can be confident that you are successfully working through this seminar by: 
• Contributing	respectfully	to	our	weekly	topical	conversations,	whether	in	class	or	

online.	
– Consider:	What	is	the	purpose	of	seminar	conversation?	How	do	we	learn	from	

it?	How	do	we	balance	speaking	up,	sitting	back,	branching	out,	and	listening	
in,	to	produce	the	most	effective	learning	environment	for	ourselves	and	
others?	

• Completing	the	project	iterations	as	described	in	the	course	plan,	and	on	the	
schedule	recommended.	
– Consider:	Why	is	iteration	important?	Why	is	the	schedule	important?	Why	can	

I	be	“not	answering	my	question”	and	nevertheless	succeeding	in	the	context	of	
this	seminar?	

• Offering	a	content-rich,	public-facing	project	site	that	you	are	proud	to	share	with	
others.	
– Consider:	Why	pride?	Why	do	we	share	our	findings	publicly	at	this	point	in	our	

(different)	careers?	
• Offering	cogent	and	professional	presentations	that	stay	within	the	requested	time	

limit.	
– Consider:	Why	is	presentation	to	peers	important?	Why	is	the	time	limit	

important?	
• Writing	two	peer	evaluations	after	each	iteration	is	due,	reflecting	back	what	you	

notice	and	what	you	wonder	about	your	peers’	projects.	
– Consider:	Why	are	these	evaluations	requested	on	top	of	in-class	discussion?	

How	can	I	help	someone	else	improve	when	I	am	still	unsure	of	what	I	am	
doing?	How	can	evaluating	someone	else’s	work	help	me	improve?	

• Working	at	least	2-4	hours	on	your	project	every	week,	and	documenting	this	effort	
in	your	Mindful	Practice	Journal.	
– Consider:	Why	is	consistency	important?	Why	is	documentation	important?	

Why	is	so	much	self-reflection	a	part	of	this	seminar?	

You	will	almost	assuredly	have	other	goals	of	your	own!	To	the	extent	that	these	goals	are	
Specific,	Measurable,	Achievable,	Relevant,	and	Time-bound,	you	will	have	an	easier	time	of	
articulating	just	how	far	you’ve	come;	but	some	immeasurable	things	are	also	very	much	
worth	pursuing,	so	feel	free	to	name	some	of	those,	too.	

We’ll	talk	more	about	how	I’ll	read	your	final	reflections	as	we	get	closer	to	the	end	of	the	
term.	For	now,	just	keep	taking	notes	on	your	goals	and	your	progress	in	your	Mindful	
Practice	Journals,	so	you’re	more	likely	to	have	evidence	to	draw	from.	
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AVAILABLE RESOURCES AT PITT 

NB:	Additional	resources	can	be	found	on	the	course	site.	

DIGITAL SCHOLARSHIP SERVICES AT PITT LIBRARIES 
https://library.pitt.edu/digital-scholarship-services. As	their	website	says,	DSS	is	"a	front-end	to	
the	library's	resources,	expertise,	and	services	in	support	of	a	broad	range	of	digital	and	
data-intensive	scholarly	activities.	From	designing	a	digital	humanities	project	to	making	a	
data	management	plan	for	a	grant	application,	[they]’re	here	to	help."	You	can	make	an	
appointment	for	a	consult	on	coding	and	computation;	research	data	services;	digital	
creation	and	stewardship;	geospatial	or	textual	data	and	analysis;	and	more.	See	especially	
their subscribe-able	calendar	of	free workshops and/or sign up for their newsletter	to	get	
email	updates	and	reminders. 

TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF 
Do your best to maintain a healthy lifestyle this semester by eating well, exercising, getting 
enough sleep, and taking time to relax. Despite what you might hear, using your time to take care 
of yourself will actually help you achieve your academic goals more than spending too much 
time studying.  

All of us benefit from support and guidance during times of struggle. If you or anyone you know 
experiences academic stress, difficult life events, or difficult feelings like anxiety or depression, I 
strongly encourage you to seek support. Consider reaching out to a friend, faculty, or family 
member you trust for assistance connecting to the support that can help. The University 
Counseling Center is here for you: call 412-648-7930 and visit their website at 
http://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/cc.  

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS FEELING SUICIDAL, CALL SOMEONE IMMEDIATELY, DAY OR 
NIGHT:  

University Counseling Center (UCC): 412 648-7930 

University Counseling Center Mental Health Crisis Response:  412-648-7930 x1 

Resolve Crisis Network: 888-796-8226 (888-7-YOU-CAN) 

Psychological Services and Sexual Assault Services (412-648-7930) 

PITT WRITING CENTER 
https://writingcenter.pitt.edu/. Though not every consultant will have experience in multimodal 
composing or digital media, some will; but more importantly, the Writing Center's emphases on 
process-oriented reflection and rhetorical thinking makes every consultant a useful sounding 
board for developing ideas, getting feedback from an outside reader, and getting organized for 
revision and reflection. It's a good idea to plan for your visit and to make an appointment before 
you go. 
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ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 

Assignments are listed on the day they are assigned, rather than when they are due, to keep the page in 
chronological order. Readings should be completed, if possible, by end-of-day Friday, so you can post to 
our discussion forum. Exercises and presentations are due the following class meeting, unless otherwise 
specified, and given our early start time I recommend aiming to complete them by 9pm the night before. 

Follow the links from the course website to individual class days for more info, including class notes and 
more complete homework instructions. NB: This schedule is subject to revision based on our needs. 

OUTLINE OF THE SEMESTER: 

Week	 Date	 Lesson	Title	
1	 Mon,	Aug	25	 Digital	+	Studies	
2	 Mon,	Sep	01	 No	class:	Labor	Day	(setting	up	and	setting	out)	
3	 Mon,	Sep	08	 Inquiry	+	Iteration	
4	 Mon,	Sep	15	 Code	+	Comments	
5	 Mon,	Sep	22	 Project	Iteration	1:	Sources	
6	 Mon,	Sep	29	 Data	+	People	
7	 Mon,	Oct	06	 Materiality	+	Modeling	
8	 Mon,	Oct	13	 Space	+	Time	
9	 Mon,	Oct	20	 Project	Iteration	2:	Processed	
10	 Mon,	Oct	27	 Access	+	Accountability	
11	 Mon,	Nov	03	 Machines	+	Learning	
12	 Mon,	Nov	10	 Exploration	+	Inspiration	
13	 Mon,	Nov	17	 Project	Iteration	3:	And…?	
14	 Mon,	Nov	24	 No	class:	Thanksgiving	Break	(digesting	+	developing)	
15	 Mon,	Dec	01	 (People’s	choice)	
16	 Mon,	Dec	08	 Project	Iteration	4:	Presented	

Options for People's Choice week include... 
• Batch	editing:	regular	expressions	and	pixel	

manipulation	
• Data	access	and	metadata	standards	
• Data	exploration	and	transformation	
• Data	visualization	
• Digital	Humanities	as	a	discipline	
• History	of	computing	
• In-class	studio	time	to	work	on	your	projects	

• Programming	fundamentals	
• Programming	as	an	exploratory,	

epistemic	process	
• Teaching	and	generative	models	
• Topic	modeling	and	distant	

reading	
• or	something	else	you	suggest	

(with	enough	lead	time…)!	
	

We’ll	discuss	then	vote	asynchronously	in	week	13,	but	you’re	welcome	to	weigh	in	ahead	
of	time	if	there’s	something	you’d	like	to	see!	
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WEEK 01: MON, AUG 25 – DIGITAL + STUDIES 

For	next	time:	Schedule	a	meeting	with	Ben	for	some	time	next	week	(that	isn’t	Monday)	
to	talk	about	possible	sources/objects	for	you	to	process	and	present	on.	See	the	office	
hours	page	for	how	to	claim	a	slot	or	request	an	alternative	if	the	usual	slots	won’t	work	for	
you.	

• EXT	for	eager	readers:	
– Sample	DSAM	project	reflections	from	years	past	
– Murray,	Janet	H.	“Affordances	of	the	Digital	Medium.”	Inventing	the	Medium:	

Principles	of	Interaction	Design	as	a	Cultural	Practice,	The	MIT	Press,	2011,	
pp.	51–85.	https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/pitt-
ebooks/reader.action?docID=3339350&ppg=66.	

– Sorapure,	Madeline.	“Five	Principles	of	New	Media:	Or,	Playing	Lev	
Manovich.”	Kairos:	A	Journal	of	Rhetoric,	Technology,	and	Pedagogy,	vol.	8,	no.	
2,	http://kairos.technorhetoric.net/8.2/coverweb/sorapure/.	

• NB:	this	article	was	built	using	the	now-deprecated	Adobe	Flash,	so	it	
no	longer	displays	the	interactive	features	that	illustrated	each	of	the	
principles.	(You	can	still	read	a	PDF	description	of	what	used	to	be	
there.)	But	it’s	still	a	more	concise	encapsulation	than	reading	
Manovich’s	The	Language	of	New	Media.	

WEEK 02: MON, SEP 01 – NO CLASS: LABOR DAY  
(SETTING UP AND SETTING OUT) 

Meet	Ben	in	office	hours	some	time	this	week.	Take	notes	in	your	Mindful	Practice	
Journal.	

To	prepare	for	this	week	02	meeting,	please	(a)	watch:	

• Posner,	Miriam.	“How	Did	They	Make	That?	The	Video!”	Miriam	Posner’s	Blog,	April	
17,	2014.	http://miriamposner.com/blog/how-did-they-make-that-the-video/.	

and	(b)	read:	

• Posner,	Miriam.	How	Did	They	Make	That?	29	Aug.	2013,	
https://miriamposner.com/blog/how-did-they-make-that/.	

• Risam, Roopika, and Alex Gil. “Introduction: The Questions of Minimal Computing.” 
Digital Humanities Quarterly, vol. 16, no. 2, 2022, 
http://www.digitalhumanities.org/dhq/vol/16/2/000646/000646.html. 

• EXT	for	eager	readers:	
– Sample	DSAM	project	reflections	from	years	past	
– D’Ignazio,	Catherine,	and	Lauren	F.	Klein.	“7:	Show	Your	Work.”	Data	

Feminism,	MIT	Press,	2020,	pp.	173–202.	ProQuest	Ebook	Central,	
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https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/pitt-
ebooks/detail.action?docID=6120950.	

– Risam,	Roopika.	Digital	Humanities	for	a	World	Unmade.	
https://roopikarisam.com/talks-cat/dh2025-keynote-digital-humanities-
for-a-world-unmade/.	DH2025	Keynote.	

WEEK 03: MON, SEP 08 – INQUIRY + ITERATION 

Continue	working	on	your	project,	and	take	notes	in	your	Mindful	Practice	Journal.	After	
reading,	please	check	the	discussion	forum	and	add	your	thoughts.	

To	prepare	for	week	03:	

• install	a	plain-text	editor	if	you	don’t	already	have	one	(e.g.	Pulsar	or	Visual	Studio	
Code).	

• create	a	GitHub	account	if	you	don’t	already	have	one.	Think	about	your	
username:	it	can,	but	need	not,	indicate	your	real	name	or	match	your	other	online	
profiles.	(Pros	and	cons	either	way.)	

• install	the	GitHub	Desktop	app	and	any	dependencies	it	recommends.	(NB:	This	
may	take	up	to	20	minutes,	so	please	don’t	wait	until	the	morning	of	class.)	

– NB:	If	you	get	an	error	saying	it’s	not	an	approved	app,	don’t	worry:	it’s	safe.	
Instead	of	double-clicking	to	open	the	installer,	right-click	and	choose	“Open”	
to	give	yourself	permission	to	open	it	anyway.	

and	read:	

• Birnbaum,	David	J.,	and	Alison	Langmead.	“Task-Driven	Programming	Pedagogy	in	
the	Digital	Humanities.”	New	Directions	for	Computing	Education,	edited	by	Samuel	
B.	Fee,	Amanda	M.	Holland-Minkley,	and	Thomas	E.	Lombardi,	Springer	
International	Publishing,	2017,	pp.	63–85.	DOI.org	(Crossref),	
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-54226-3_5.	

• Stolley,	Karl.	“The	Lo-Fi	Manifesto,	v	2.0.”	Kairos:	A	Journal	of	Rhetoric,	Technology,	
and	Pedagogy,	vol.	20,	no.	2,	Jan.	2016,	
https://kairos.technorhetoric.net/20.2/inventio/stolley/.	

• EXT	for	eager	readers:	
– Stolley’s	“README	for	The	Lo-Fi	Manifesto,	v	2.0”	
– Stolley’s	notes	on	his	earlier	draft,	“Lo-Fi	Manifesto,	v	1.2”	
– Miller,	Benjamin.	“What’s	the	Diff?	Version	History	and	Revision	Reflections.”	

Writing	Spaces,	vol.	5,	2023,	
https://parlormultimedia.com/writingspaces/whats-the-diff-version-
history-and-revision-reflections/.	(NB:	This	is	written	for	an	audience	of	
first-year	undergraduates.)	
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WEEK 04: MON, SEP 16 – CODE + COMMENTS 

Continue	working	on	your	project,	and	take	notes	in	your	Mindful	Practice	Journal.	After	
reading,	please	head	to	the	discussion	forum	and	add	your	thoughts.	

To	prepare	for	week	04,	read:	

• Ford,	Paul.	What	Is	Code?	If	You	Don’t	Know,	You	Need	to	Read	This,	Bloomberg.com,	
http://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2015-paul-ford-what-is-code/.	

– Section	1:	“The	Man	in	the	Taupe	Blazer.”	
• Vee,	Annette.	“Introduction:	Computer	Programming	as	Literacy.”	Coding	Literacy,	

MIT	Press,	2017,	pp.	1–42,	https://doi.org/10.7551/mitpress/10655.003.0003.	
(Pitt	library	link).	

• Bertram,	Lillian-Yvonne,	https://www.lillianyvonnebertram.com/.	Read	around	in	
Projects,	especially	“Forever	Gwen	Brooks,”	“Syncopated	Star,”	and	“I	dream	of	
creating	an	intelligent	machine”.	Look	up	how	to	“View	Page	Source”	using	your	
preferred	browser.	Then	view	page	source	on	each	of	these	projects.	

• Whalen,	Zach.	“Any	Means	Necessary	to	Refuse	Erasure	by	Algorithm:	Lillian-
Yvonne	Bertram’s	Travesty	Generator.”	Digital	Humanities	Quarterly,	vol.	017,	no.	2,	
July	2023,	http://digitalhumanities.org:8081/dhq/vol/17/2/000707/000707.html.	

• Montfort,	Nick,	Patsy	Baudoin,	John	Bell,	Ian	Bogost,	Jeremy	Douglass,	Mark	C	
Marino,	Michael	Mateas,	Casey	Reas,	Mark	Sample,	and	Noah	Vawter.	“10:	
Introduction.”	10	PRINT	CHR$(205.5+RND(1)); :	GOTO	10,	The	MIT	Press,	2012,	pp.	
1–17.	direct.mit.edu,	https://doi.org/10.7551/mitpress/9040.001.0001.	

• Montfort, Nick. “Appendix A: Why Program?” Exploratory Programming for the Arts 
and Humanities, 2nd ed., The MIT Press, 2021, pp. 319–330, 
https://mitpress.ublish.com/ebook/epah2e-preview/12629/319. 

• EXT	for	eager	readers:	
– The	rest	of	Ford’s	What	is	Code?	–	but	be	warned,	it’s	less	like	a	magazine	

article	than	it	is	like	the	full	magazine,	or	short	book.	It’s	great!	Just…	don’t	
expect	to	be	done	after	20	minutes.	

– Miller,	Benjamin.	“Chapter	17:	The	Pleasurable	Difficulty	of	Programming.”	
Methods	and	Methodologies	for	Research	in	Digital	Writing	and	Rhetoric:	
Centering	Positionality	in	Computers	and	Writing	Scholarship,	Volume	2,	
edited	by	Victor	Del	Hierro	and	Crystal	VanKooten,	The	WAC	Clearinghouse;	
University	Press	of	Colorado,	2022,	pp.	159–83.	
https://doi.org/10.37514/PRA-B.2022.1664.2.17.	(Direct	link	to	chapter	
PDF.)	

WEEK 05: MON, SEP 23 – PROJECT PRESENTATIONS,  
ITERATION 1: SOURCES 

For	week	05,	prepare	a	5-minute	presentation	on	your	independent	project,	which	we	can	
view	in	class	and	discuss.*	If	you	want	to	time	yourself,	you	can	even	post	a	recording;	but	
you	must	have	some	presentation	file	you	can	share	or	link	to.	
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For	this	iteration,	you	should	be	able	to	answer	the	following:	

• What	sources	/	objects	are	you	working	with?	How	are	they	stored?	
• What	questions	do	you	have	about	these	sources?	
• What	are	your	long-term	goals	in	working	with	these	sources?	
• What	are	your	next	steps?	

Post	your	presentation	files,	along	with	a	link	to	your	developing	public-facing	project,	to	the	
discussion	forum.	

NB:	By	“public-facing,”	I	mean	you	should	have	at	least	a	landing	page	introducing	your	
project	to	new	viewers,	even	if	that	landing	page	is	just	a	README	file	or	tab	within	a	
worksheet.	

NB:	Bring	your	own	dongle,	if	you	need	one.	

Optionally,	schedule	a	meeting	with	Ben	in	office	hours	for	early	feedback	as	you	build	your	
presentation.	

WEEK 06: MON, SEP 29 – DATA + PEOPLE 

Continue	working	on	your	project,	and	take	notes	in	your	Mindful	Practice	Journal.	After	
reading,	please	head	to	the	discussion	forum	and	add	your	thoughts.	

Post	feedback	for	your	partners	on	their	current	project	iteration	as	a	reply	to	last	week’s	
discussion	forum	post.	

To	prepare	for	week	06,	please	read…	

• D’Ignazio,	Catherine,	and	Lauren	F.	Klein.	Data	Feminism,	MIT	Press,	2020.	ProQuest	
Ebook	Central,	http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/pitt-
ebooks/detail.action?docID=6120950.	

– “Introduction:	Why	Data	Science	Needs	Feminism.”	pp.	1–19.	
– “4.	‘What	Gets	Counted	Counts.’	”	pp.	97-124.	

• Onuoha,	Mimi.	On	Missing	Data	Sets.	2016.	16	July	2024.	GitHub,	
https://github.com/MimiOnuoha/missing-datasets.	

• Schöch,	Christof.	“Big?	Smart?	Clean?	Messy?	Data	in	the	Humanities.”	Journal	of	
Digital	Humanities,	Nov.	2013,	https://journalofdigitalhumanities.org/2-3/big-
smart-clean-messy-data-in-the-humanities/.	

• Cairo,	Alberto.	“5:	Basic	Principles	of	Visualization.”	The	Truthful	Art:	Data,	Charts,	
and	Maps	for	Communication,	New	Riders,	2016.	learning.oreilly.com,	
https://learning.oreilly.com/library/view/the-truthful-
art/9780133440492/ch05.html.	

– NB:	to	view	the	content,	click	“SIGN	IN”	at	the	top	of	the	page,	and	begin	
logging	in	with	your	Pitt	email	address;	you	should	then	get	the	option	to	
“Sign	in	with	SSO”	(single	sign-on),	which	will	take	you	to	the	Pitt	Passport	
screen.	
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…	and	watch:	

• Brown, AmyJo. “Building Your Own Data Set: A Journalist’s Approach.” What Are 
Digital Humanities?, 11 Nov. 2022, https://cmu-lib.github.io/dhlg/project-videos/brown/. 

• EXT for eager readers: 

– Crawford,	Kate,	and	Trevor	Paglen.	“Excavating	AI:	The	Politics	of	Training	
Sets	for	Machine	Learning.”	19	Sep	2019,	https://excavating.ai.	

– Hooland,	Seth	van,	Ruben	Verborgh,	and	Max	De	Wilde.	“Cleaning	Data	with	
OpenRefine.”	Programming	Historian,	Aug.	2013.	programminghistorian.org,	
https://programminghistorian.org/en/lessons/cleaning-data-with-
openrefine.	

– D’Ignazio	and	Klein.	“3.	On	Rational,	Scientific,	Objective	Viewpoints	from	
Mythical,	Imaginary,	Impossible	Standpoints.”	Data	Feminism,	MIT	Press,	
2020.	pp.	73-96.	The	rest	of	the	book	is	also	great!	

– Drucker,	Johanna.	“Humanities	Approaches	to	Graphical	Display.”	Digital	
Humanities	Quarterly,	vol.	005,	no.	1,	Mar.	2011,	
http://digitalhumanities.org/dhq/vol/5/1/000091/000091.html.	

WEEK 07: MON, OCT 07 – MATERIALITY + MODELING 

Continue	working	on	your	project,	and	take	notes	in	your	Mindful	Practice	Journal.	After	
reading,	please	head	to	the	discussion	forum	and	add	your	thoughts.	

To	prepare	for	week	07,	please	watch	/	read:	

• Jannidis,	Fotis,	and	Julia	Flanders.	“2	A	Gentle	Introduction	to	Data	Modeling.”	The	
Shape	of	Data	in	Digital	Humanities:	Modeling	Texts	and	Text-Based	Resources,	by	
Julia	Flanders	and	Fotis	Jannidis,	Taylor	&	Francis	Group,	2018,	pp.	55–65.	ProQuest	
Ebook	Central,	http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/pitt-
ebooks/detail.action?docID=5582790.	

– Section	1:	What	Is	Data	Modeling?	
– Section	2:	Some	Basic	Concepts	

• Cairo,	Alberto.	“3:	The	Truth	Continuum.”	The	Truthful	Art:	Data,	Charts,	and	Maps	
for	Communication,	New	Riders,	2016,	
https://learning.oreilly.com/library/view/the-truthful-
art/9780133440492/ch03.html.	

– NB:	to	view	the	content,	click	“SIGN	IN”	at	the	top	of	the	page,	and	begin	
logging	in	with	your	Pitt	email	address;	you	should	then	get	the	option	to	
“Sign	in	with	SSO”	(single	sign-on),	which	will	take	you	to	the	Pitt	Passport	
screen.	

• Ensmenger,	Nathan	L.	“The	Cloud	Is	a	Factory.”	Your	Computer	Is	On	Fire,	edited	by	
Thomas	S.	Mullaney,	Benjamin	Peters,	Mar	Hicks,	and	Kavita	Philip,	MIT	Press,	2021,	
pp.	37–60.	ProQuest	Ebook	Central,	http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/pitt-
ebooks/detail.action?docID=6479710.	
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• Neely-Cohen,	Maxwell.	“Century-Scale	Storage.”	
https://lil.law.harvard.edu/century-scale-storage.	Accessed	29	July	2025.	

• Ford,	Paul.	What	Is	Code?	If	You	Don’t	Know,	You	Need	to	Read	This,	Bloomberg.com,	
http://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2015-paul-ford-what-is-code/.	

– Section	2:	“Let’s	Begin.”	(if	you	haven’t	yet)	
• EXT	for	eager	readers:	

– Jannidis,	Fotis,	and	Julia	Flanders.	The	remainder	of	the	chapter	above.	
– Crawford,	Kate,	and	Vladan	Joler.	“Anatomy	of	an	AI	System:	The	Amazon	

Echo	As	An	Anatomical	Map	of	Human	Labor,	Data	and	Planetary	Resources.”	
AI	Now	Institute	and	Share	Lab,	7	Sept.	2018,	https://www.anatomyof.ai.	

– Crump,	Jon.	“Generating	an	Ordered	Data	Set	from	an	OCR	Text	File.”	
Programming	Historian,	Nov.	2014.	programminghistorian.org,	
https://programminghistorian.org/en/lessons/generating-an-ordered-data-
set-from-an-OCR-text-file.	

WEEK 08: MON, OCT 13 – SPACE + TIME 

Continue	working	on	your	project,	and	take	notes	in	your	Mindful	Practice	Journal.	After	
reading,	please	head	to	the	discussion	forum	and	add	your	thoughts.	

To	prepare	for	week	08,	please	read:	

• Hoekstra,	Rik,	and	Marijn	Koolen.	“Data	Scopes	for	Digital	History	Research.”	
Historical	Methods:	A	Journal	of	Quantitative	and	Interdisciplinary	History,	vol.	52,	no.	
2,	Apr.	2019,	pp.	79–94.	Taylor	and	Francis	+	NEJM,	
https://doi.org/10.1080/01615440.2018.1484676.	

• Murrieta-Flores,	Patricia,	and	Bruno	Martins.	“The	Geospatial	Humanities:	Past,	
Present	and	Future.”	International	Journal	of	Geographical	Information	Science,	vol.	
33,	no.	12,	Dec.	2019,	pp.	2424–29.	Taylor	and	Francis+NEJM,	
https://doi.org/10.1080/13658816.2019.1645336.	

• Zhao,	Bo.	“Humanistic	GIS:	Toward	a	Research	Agenda.”	Annals	of	the	American	
Association	of	Geographers,	vol.	112,	no.	6,	Aug.	2022,	pp.	1576–92.	Taylor	and	
Francis+NEJM,	https://doi.org/10.1080/24694452.2021.2004875.	

• Roth, Robert E. “Cartographic Design as Visual Storytelling: Synthesis and Review of 
Map-Based Narratives, Genres, and Tropes.” The Cartographic Journal, vol. 58, no. 1, 
Jan. 2021, pp. 83–114. Taylor and Francis+NEJM, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00087041.2019.1633103. 

• EXT	for	eager	readers:	
– Carroll,	Allen,	and	the	Esri	StoryMaps	team.	“Nine	Steps	to	Great	

Storytelling.”	ArcGIS	StoryMaps,	3	July	2025,	
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/429bc4eed5f145109e603c9711a334
07.	
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WEEK 09: MON, OCT 20 – PROJECT PRESENTATIONS,  
ITERATION 2: PROCESSED 

To	prepare	for	week	09,	prepare	a	5-minute	presentation	on	your	independent	project,	
which	we	can	view	in	class	and	discuss.*	If	you	want	to	time	yourself,	you	can	even	post	a	
recording;	but	you	must	have	some	presentation	file	you	can	share	or	link	to.	

For	this	iteration,	you	should	be	able	to	look	back	through	your	journal	to	answer	the	
following:	

• What	sources	/	objects	are	you	working	with,	and	why?	(Remind	us	or	update	us)	
• What	have	you	done	with	or	to	those	sources	to	take	advantage	of	digital	

affordances?	
• What	have	you	learned	in	the	process?	
• What	are	your	next	steps?	

Post	your	presentation	files,	along	with	a	link	to	your	developing	public-facing	project,	to	the	
discussion	forum.	

NB:	Bring	your	own	dongle,	if	you	need	one.	

Optionally,	schedule	a	meeting	with	Ben	in	office	hours	for	early	feedback	as	you	build	your	
presentation.	

WEEK 10: MON, OCT 28 – ACCESS + ACCOUNTABILITY 

Post	feedback	for	your	partners	on	their	current	project	iteration,	as	a	reply	to	last	
week’s	discussion	post.	

To	prepare	for	week	10,	please	read	/	watch:	

• Eisenberg,	David.	“Digital	Accessibility:	What	It	Is	and	Why	It	Matters.”	Perkins	
School	for	the	Blind,	17	May	2021,	https://www.perkins.org/digital-accessibility-
makes-the-world-a-better-place/.	

• Selections	from	the	W3C	Web	Accessibility	Initiative	(WAI):	
– Accessibility	Principles	(Overview)	

• Perception	-	hearing,	feeling	and	seeing	
• Presentation	-	distinguishing	and	understanding	
• Input	-	typing,	writing,	and	clicking	
• Interaction	-	navigating	and	finding	

– “Web	Accessibility	Perspectives	-	Compilation	of	10	Topics/Videos”	
– How	People	with	Disabilities	Use	the	Web:	Tools	and	Techniques	

• WebAIM	(Web	Accessibility	in	Mind).	Alternative	Text.	19	Oct.	2021,	
https://webaim.org/techniques/alttext/.	

• Yergeau,	M.	Remi,	Elizabeth	Brewer,	Stephanie	L.	Kerschbaum,	Sushil	Oswal,	
Margaret	Price,	Michael	J.	Salvo,	Cynthia	L.	Selfe,	and	Franny	Howes.	“Multimodality	
in	Motion:	Disability	and	Kairotic	Spaces.”	Kairos:	A	Journal	of	Rhetoric,	Technology,	
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and	Pedagogy,	vol.	18,	no.	1,	Aug.	2013,	
https://kairos.technorhetoric.net/18.1/coverweb/yergeau-et-al/index.html.	

• Autistic Self Advocacy Network. “ASAN Says No Generative AI in Plain Language.” 29 
July 2025, https://autisticadvocacy.org/2025/07/asan-says-no-generative-ai-in-plain-
language/. 

• EXTs	for	eager	readers:	
– W3C	Web	Accessibility	Initiative	(WAI),	“Stories	of	Web	Users”	
– D’Ignazio,	Catherine,	and	Lauren	F.	Klein.	Data	Feminism,	MIT	Press,	2020.	

ProQuest	Ebook	Central.	
• 5:	Unicorns,	Janitors,	Ninjas,	Wizards,	and	Rock	Stars	

WEEK 11: MON, NOV 03 – MACHINES + LEARNING 

Continue	working	on	your	project,	and	take	notes	in	your	Mindful	Practice	Journal.	After	
reading,	please	head	to	the	discussion	forum	and	add	your	thoughts.	

To	prepare	for	week	11,	please	read	/	watch:	

• “Computer	Scientist	Explains	Machine	Learning	in	5	Levels	of	Difficulty.”	WIRED,	
YouTube,	18	Aug	2021.	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5q87K1WaoFI.	

• Newhauser,	Mary.	“What	Is	Generative	AI?	A	Comprehensive	Guide	for	Everyone.”	
GPTech,	26	June	2023,	https://www.gptechblog.com/what-is-generative-ai-
comprehensive-guide-beginners.	

• Roberts,	Sarah	T.	“Your	AI	Is	a	Human.”	Your	Computer	Is	On	Fire,	edited	by	Thomas	
S.	Mullaney,	Benjamin	Peters,	Mar	Hicks,	and	Kavita	Philip,	MIT	Press,	2021,	pp.	61–
83.	ProQuest	Ebook	Central,	http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/pitt-
ebooks/detail.action?docID=6479710.	

• Pengfei	Li,	Jianyi	Yang,	Mohammad	A	Islam,	and	Shaolei	Ren.	“Making	AI	Less	
‘Thirsty’	–	Communications	of	the	ACM.”	Communications	of	the	ACM,	vol.	68,	no.	7,	
June	2025,	pp.	54–61,	https://doi.org/10.1145/3724499.	

• Shane,	Janelle.	“An	Exercise	in	Frustration.”	AI	Weirdness,	21	May	2024,	
https://www.aiweirdness.com/an-exercise-in-frustration/.	

• Shane,	Janelle.	“When	Algorithms	Surprise	Us.”	AI	Weirdness,	13	Apr	2018,	
https://www.aiweirdness.com/when-algorithms-surprise-us-18-04-13/.	

• Onuoha,	Mimi	and	Mother	Cyborg	(Diana	Nucera).	“A	People’s	Guide	To	Tech:	
Artificial	Intelligence.”	Allied	Media	Projects,	Aug	2018,	
https://alliedmedia.org/resources/peoples-guide-to-ai.	

• Bycroft, Brendan. LLM Visualization. https://bbycroft.net/llm. Accessed 29 July 2025. 

• EXT:	eager	learners	can	read	/	watch	the	following:	
– Vara,	Vauhini.	“Ghosts.”	Believer	Magazine,	9	Aug.	2021,	

https://www.thebeliever.net/ghosts/.	
– Crawford,	Kate,	and	Trevor	Paglen.	“Excavating	AI:	The	Politics	of	Training	

Sets	for	Machine	Learning.”	19	Sep	2019,	https://excavating.ai.	
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– Alamar,	Jay.	“ChatGPT	Has	Never	Seen	a	SINGLE	Word	(Despite	Reading	Most	
of	The	Internet).	Meet	LLM	Tokenizers.”	YouTube,	26	Jul	2023.	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSinkCeUg9U.	<!–	-	Kozyrkov,	Cassie.	
“Introduction	to	ML	and	AI	-	MFML	Part	1.”	posted	to	YouTube	3	Oct	2021,	
but	filmed	in	2018.	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYWt-aCnE2U.	

• NB:	a	long	video,	and	part	of	an	even	longer	series.	I	recommend	the	
following	sections:	

• from	16:13	to	34:45:	The	process	of	building	a	regression	model	and	
why	that	matters.	

• from	39:42	to	45:37:	Why	did	AI	start	booming	in	the	late	2010s?	
• from	54:28	to	1:07:05:	When	can	you	trust	machine	learning?	–>	

WEEK 12: MON, NOV 10 – EXPLORATION + INSPIRATION 

Continue	working	on	your	project,	and	take	notes	in	your	Mindful	Practice	Journal.	

To	prepare	for	week	12,	search	the	internet	for	a	respected	public-facing	digital	project	in	
your	field	or	discipline.	Do	any	of	your	field’s	organizations	or	conferences	sponsor	awards	
for	digital	work?	If	so,	you	might	start	there.	If	you’re	not	sure,	now’s	a	good	time	to	find	
out!	

Of	the	projects	you	find,	choose	one	that	inspires	you,	and	present	it	to	the	class	for	a	
community	peer	review.	Be	ready	to	discuss	its	sources,	methods,	and	presentation	
choices,	as	well	as	the	arguments	it	makes	or	questions	it	helps	us	investigate.	What	does	
the	digital	medium	facilitate?	

Post	a	link	to	your	chosen	project	to	the	discussion	forum.	

WEEK 13: MON, NOV 17 – PROJECT PRESENTATIONS,  
ITERATION 3: AND...? 

To	prepare	for	week	13,	prepare	a	5-minute	presentation	on	your	independent	project,	
which	we	can	view	in	class	and	discuss.*	If	you	want	to	time	yourself,	you	can	even	post	a	
recording;	but	you	must	have	some	presentation	file	you	can	share	or	link	to.	

For	this	iteration,	you	should	be	able	to	look	back	through	your	journal	to	answer	the	
following:	

• What	questions	are	you	pursuing	by	processing	your	sources	/	objects?	(Remind	us	
or	update	us)	

• What	answers	do	you	have	so	far,	however	tentative?	
• What	are	your	next	steps	to	deepen	your	questions	and	answers?	
• What	have	you	learned	about	digital	research	in	the	process?	

Post	your	presentation	files,	along	with	a	link	to	your	developing	public-facing	project,	to	the	
discussion	forum.	

NB:	Bring	your	own	dongle,	if	you	need	one.	
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Optionally,	schedule	a	meeting	with	Ben	in	office	hours	for	early	feedback	as	you	build	your	
presentation.	

WEEK 14: MON, NOV 25 – NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING BREAK  
(DIGESTING) 

Before	you	leave	for	break:	

• post	feedback	for	your	partners	on	their	current	project	iteration	as	a	reply	to	last	
week's	discussion	forum	post	

• vote	on	the	"people's	choice"	week	for	when	we	return	

Otherwise,	continue	working	on	your	project,	and	take	notes	in	your	Mindful	Practice	
Journal.	

WEEK 15: MON, DEC 01 – TBD (THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE) 

Continue	working	on	your	project,	and	take	notes	in	your	Mindful	Practice	Journal.	

Whether	there	are	readings,	and	what	they	are,	depends	on	the	results	of	the	vote!	

WEEK 16: MON, DEC 08 – PROJECT PRESENTATIONS,  
ITERATION 4: PRESENTED 

In	preparation	for	our	final	class,	prepare	a	now-10-minute	presentation	on	your	
independent	project,	which	we	can	view	in	class	and	discuss.	For	this	iteration,	you	should	
be	able	to	look	back	through	your	journal	and	your	public-facing	project	site	to	answer	the	
following:	

• What	materials	(sources,	processing	steps,	arguments)	are	you	providing	on	your	
site?	

• How	have	you	prepared	your	materials	for	presentation	to	a	public	readership?	
• When	you	look	back	at	your	initial	goals,	where	have	you	ended	up?	
• What	have	you	learned	in	the	process	that	could	apply	to	future	projects?	

Post	your	video	to	the	discussion	forum;	in	the	same	post,	include	a	link	to	your	(okay	if	it’s	
still-developing)	public-facing	project,	even	if	it’s	the	same	link	as	last	time.	

NB:	Bring	your	own	dongle,	if	you	need	one.	

Optionally,	schedule	a	meeting	with	Ben	in	office	hours	for	early	feedback	as	you	build	your	
presentation.	

 
Final reflections are due by noon on Friday, December 12, so I can get grades in 
by Tuesday's deadline. 
 


